98                    TO GEORGE BE BUNSEN.
to write about my great loss when it happened, or
even to hear of it, for these losses hardly reach the
outer world, though they reach and affect deeply
one's own life; but I liked to have your kind and
feeling words, now that an opportunity for saying
them offered itself.
Your pamphlet about the Seminaries, and still
more your letter, gave me the information I most
wanted. Two points occur to me: 1. Are Semi-
narists at the end of their first or of their second
year course taken away to be schoolmasters, if
there is pressure; or is this quite against the rule?
2. "Der Eintritt in den Schuldienst steht den
nicht seminarisch vorgebildeten Lehrern ebenso
offen, wie den Seniinar-Abiturienten." I particu-
larly want to know in what proportion non-seini-
narists are employed, and on what conditions?
Have they to undergo the leaving examination of
the Seminary before they are admitted to posts as
teachers?
Samuelson says, I am told, that it is now common
in Prussia for youths to get private preparation
where and how they like from sixteen to nineteen,
and at nineteen to enter the profession of public
teaching in the popular schools, no question as to
their religion or religious instruction having ever
been asked. Can this be so?
I have told Macmillan to send you a little book
of mine, because it is an attempt in which I think
your dear father would have taken an interest.
What literary interest the little book has is rather
special, for readers of the English Bible, but you